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ELEVENTH REPORT 



OP THE 

COMMISSIONERS OF NATIONAL EDUCATION IN IRELAND, 

FOE THE YEAR 1844. 



To His Excellency William Baron Heytesdury, Lord Lieutenant Genera], 
and General Governor of Ireland. 

May it please your Excellency, 

1. — 1. We, the undersigned Commissioners of National Education in Ireland, 
beg leave to lay before your Excellency this our Eleventh Report. 

2. The increased grant voted by Parliament in the last session, by augmenting 
the funds at our disposal, has enabled us to appoint additional District Superinten- 
dents, to extend our training establishments, — and to increase our Schools very 
considerably ; many of the applications for aid now granted having been brought 
before' the Commissioners long since and approved, but necessarily left to stand 
over for want of sufficient funds. 

3. We have recast our School Districts ; and having established 32, instead of 
10 , we have increased the number of our Superintendents from 25 to 32 ac- 
cordingly. 

4. We have thus, we hope, provided for having each of the Schools under us 
stncuy inspected and reported upon three times at the least in each year : and one 
of the great advantages of the late increase of grant has been, that it has furnished 
us with the means of effecting so desirable an object. The additional inspection 
however, thus obtained, though a great improvement in comparison of what has 
hitherto been done, still falls far short of what we consider as desirable. 

5. We have, besides, taken an additional house in Dublin, in the neighbourhood 
oi the Model Schools, for the accommodation of the Masters we call up for 
training ; and we have now 100 at a time, instead of 70, or thereabouts, as here- 
tofore. We have also completed our female training establishment, and have at 
present 55 female teachers therein. 

6. Hitherto our means did not allow us to attempt educating young persons 
tor the business of teaching ; but now we have taken steps for doing so. We have 
at present fifteen youths, who are boarded and lodged with the Masters under 
raining, and are to remain with us for two years ; we have also fifteen young 
women at our female establishment, who are to continue for the same period ; and 
we intend to increase the number in both classes. Moreover, arrangements are in 
progress, for having monitors appointed, and paid, as assistants in some of our best 

cnools : so that we hope gradually to bring forward a body of Masters and 
Mistresses thoroughly qualified to undertake the management of Schools, and to 
render them sources of solid instruction and improvement. 

V ^ laye a ^° m ^ e a new arrangement at our Model Agricultural School, 
which we trust will prove beneficial. W e had heretofore twelve places there for 
pupils, who were recommended from different parts of Ireland, and for each oi 
whom we received from the person recommending him £10 a year. We have now 
etermmed that these twelve places shall be given as rewards of merit, to youths 
who are to be selected for them from such Agricultural Schools as may be in 
connexion with us. We intend that each place shall be enjoyed free for two 
years by the person wlio gains it ; which we hope will prove an additional incentive 
to industry and emulation. 

• The suggestions we offered in former Reports, as to making the National 

A 2 
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Schools instrumental in diffusing agricultural knowledge, have been confirmed by 
the Report lately made to Her Majesty by the Commissioners for inquiring into 
“ the State of the Law and Practice in respect to the Occupation of Land in 
Ireland,” and from which we beg leave to give the following extract : 



« There is a rreat desire amongst all classes in Ireland for improvement m agricultural knowledge. 

In many parts of the country farming societies have been established upon a large scale. 

« Without wishing to underrate the usefulness of such societies, we must consider as even more 
“ important the adoption of such plans as shall give to the small farmer practical instruction in the 
“ best method of cultivation. In many parts of Ireland the question is not alone, as in England and 
“ Scotland, whether improved cultivation will enable a tenant to make a better profit or to pay a 
“ better rent, but whether the small portions, in which it is certain that, for many years at least, the 
“ laud must be occupied, will enable the holder to provide sustenance for bis family, and pay even a 

1 “°The a establishment and maintenance of agricultural schools, such as that carried on at Temple- 
“ movie in the county of Derry, or such smaller establishments as that at Larne, described m the 
« evidence of Dr. Kirkpatrick— the employment of an agriculturist who shall give personal instruction 
«and assistance to the small farmer and peasant— the introduction of a good system of draining, of 
« better implements, better seeds, and improved breeds of cattle— the cultivation by spade, at the 
« least possible expense, of a small farm as a model, which it may be within the reach of a poor 
« person to follow ; all these are methods of teaching, each or any of which a landlord or an agent 
“may employ upon a greater or a smaller scale, according to circumstances, and by the use of which 
« he will lay the sure and solid foundation of general improvement. 

tt The most advantageous mode of making such arrangements must be left to the judgment of 
“ individuals as the cases arise ; but we wish to direct attention particularly to the school at Lame, 
« i n w bich town some public-spirited individuals have taken a few acres of land at a. very high rent, 
« and have there had imparted, by the Master of the National School, such scientific and practical 
“farming knowledge to some of the day scholars attending, as has excited a spirit of inquiry even in 
« Scotland, so famous for its husbandry, which is likely to add extremely to the utility of the parochial 

“ schools there. . , . , , TT . . . . 0 . , . 

« The Committee on Agricultural Education, appointed at the meeting ot the Highland Society m 
“ Glasgow, in reference to the high testimonial transmitted to Dr. Kirkpatrick, thus express them- 
« selves ‘ We cannot but attach value to this document, on account of the opinion it expresses of 
« ‘ so many experienced and intelligent persons, as to its being practicable to impart to young boys 
“ 1 much agricultural instruction which will be useful to them in after life — as to its being practicable 
“ ‘ to impart it in the existing schools, and without interfering with the course of education there— and 
“ ‘as to its being desirable to introduce such instruction into the parish and other elementary schools 
“ ‘ in Scotland.’ ” 



9. What has been done at Larne, shows what may be done by public-spirited, 
individuals in promoting agricultural instruction through the National Schools; 
and if the example were followed, we have no doubt that extensive good might 
be expected from it. 

10. We proceed now to show how the National Schools, and the children in 
attendance upon them, have increased in the last year. 

11. We had at the commencement of it, 2,912 Schools, which were attended 
by three hundred and fifty-five thousand three hundred and twenty children ; at the 
close of it the Schools amounted to 3,158, and the children in attendance upon 
them to three hundred and ninety-five thousand five hundred and fifty. 

12. We have also to state that we have undertaken to make grants towards 
the building of 237 School-houses, which are yet to be completed, and which, 
when the whole are finished and opened, we expect will he attended by about 
twenty-five thousand additional children. 

13. We therefore calculate upon having altogether between four and 

FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND POOR CHILDREN RECEIVING THE BLESSINGS OF EDUCATION 
UNDER US, IN THE COURSE OF THE PRESENT YEAR. 

14. The Schools in connexion with us on the 31st December, include those 
founded by the Guardians of the Poor of eighty-four Unions, and the whole of 
the Unions then established in Ireland, amounted to 113. 

15. With reference to this fact, we cannot refrain from observing, as we did m 
a former Report, “ that the Boards of Guardians of the different Unions comprise 
Protestants and Roman Catholics, and have amongst them men of the highest 
rank and station; that the Schools are attended by Protestants and Roman 
Catholics indiscriminately ; and that the duty of giving religious instruction to 
those of each creed, belongs to a Chaplain of their own communion. That here 
therefore, we see the National System carried into complete effect; that we see 
how peculiarly adapted it is to the circumstances of Ireland ; and that here, too, 
we see how decidedly it carries the opinion of the country with it.” 

16 Altogether the National Schools have about doubled , and so have the 
children in attendance upon them, within the last five years. We had l s 581 
Schools at the close of 1839, and the number of children amounted to 205,000; 
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at the close of the last year we had, as we have already stated, 3,153 Schools, 
and the number of children amounted to 395,000. 

17. It is very gratifying to us to be enabled to make this statement ; and 
from the cordial interest which your Excellency, we know, feels in the subject, 
we are certain that you will read it with high satisfaction. 

II.— 18. Various plans for educating the poor of Ireland, by the aid of govern- 
ment grants, were formerly attempted, and attempted in vain. Each interfered 
with conscience, and therefore failed. This seems to be forgotten by those who 
continue to cry out against the present system for leaving conscience free. We 
shall, therefore, endeavour to lay before your Excellency a short account of the 
different schemes previously tried, and of their results, taking our facts from 
Reports which were presented to his late Majesty, George the Fourth, by Com- 
missioners who were appointed in 1824, to inquire into the subject; and from a 
Return made to the House of Commons, in ] 826, of the application of all sums 
of money granted for the furtherance of Education in Ireland, in the preceding 
session. 

(1.) — Incorporated Society for promoting English Protestant Schools in 
Ireland. 

19. This Institution was established by Royal Charter, in 1733. The avowed 
object being the education of the poor in the principles of the Established Churchy 
it is sufficient to remark, that the annual grants which were made to the Schools 
in connexion with it, (well known as the “Charter Schools”) were, in consequence 
of the Report of the Commissioners of 1824, gradually reduced, and finally 
withdrawn. In 1824, there were, of those schools, 32 ; the number of children 
in them amounted to 2,255. The grant for 1825, was £21,615. 

(2.) — Schools of the Association for Discountenancing Vice. 

20. The Association for Discountenancing Vice was incorporated in 1800. It 
requires that the Masters and Mistresses in its Schools shall be of the Established 
Church ; — that the Scriptures shall be read by all who have attained sufficient 
proficiency ; — and that no catechism be taught except that of the Established 
Church. The Schools of the Association amounted in 1824 to 226, and the 
number of children to 12,769 ; of whom it was stated that 7,803 were Pro- 
testants, and 4,804 Roman Catholics: but the Rev. William Lee, who had 
inspected 104 of these Schools in 1819 and 1820, stated before the Commissioners 
of 1824, that he had found the catechism of the Church of Rome in many of 
them. 

21. In 1825, the Association received from the public £7,106. 

(3.) — Society for Promoting the Education of the Poor of Ireland, 

COMMONLY CALLED THE KlLDARE-PLACE SOCIETY. 

22. In 1812, a Report was made by Commissioners who had been, in 1806, 
appointed to inquire into the state of all Schools and Charities of public foundation 
in Ireland, and who had been called upon to suggest a plan for the general education 
of the lower orders of the people. Amongst the Commissioners were several 
prelates of the Established Church, with the late Lord Primate at their head. They 
proposed, that a system should be established in which all interference with 
particular religious tenets should be unequivocally disclaimed, and effectually 
guarded against, emphatically adding — “ We conceive this to be of essential 
importance to any new Establishment for the education of the lower classes in 
Ireland, and we venture to express our unanimous opinion, that no such plan, 
however wisely and unexceptionably contrived in other respects, can be carried 
into effectual execution in this country, unless it be explicitly avowed and 
clearly understood as its leading principle, that no attempt shall be made 

TO INFLUENCE OR DISTURB THE PECULIAR RELIGIOUS TENETS OF ANY SECT OR 

description of Christians.” They recommended that a Board of Commissioners 
should be appointed, with extensive powers to substitute a systematic and uniform 
plan of instruction in place of the existing ill-taught and ill-regulated Schools, — 
to prescribe the mode of education to be pursued in them, and to exercise, a 
general superintendence. They suggested that the attention of the Commis- 
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sioners should be directed to the selection of proper books for the use of all 
Schools under their management ; and as to religious instruction, they expressed 
themselves as follows : — “ W e doubt not but it will be found practicable to intro- 
duce, not only a number of books in which moral principles will be inculcated 
in such a manner as is likely to make deep and lasting impressions on the youthful 
mind, but also ample extracts from the Sacred Scriptures themselves, an early 
acquaintance with which we deem of the utmost importance, and indeed indis- 
pensable in forming the mind to just notions of duty and sound principles of 
conduct. It appears to ns that a selection may be made, in which the most 
important parts of sacred history shall be included, together with all the 
precepts of morality, and all the instructive examples by which those precepts 
axe illustrated and enforced, and which shall not be liable to any of the objections 
which have been made to the use of the Scriptures in the course of education. 
The study of such a volume of extracts from the sacred writings, would, in our 
opinion, form the best preparation for that more particular religious instruction 
which it would he the duty, and, we doubt not, the inclination also, of their 
several ministers of religion to give, at proper times and in other places, to the 
children of their respective congregations." 

23. This Report led to the grants which were, for many years afterwards, 
annually made to the Kildare-place Society, and how it came to do so, is explained 
by the Commissioners of 1824 in their first Report, as follows : — “ There is reason 
“ to believe, that the selection of Commissioners for carrying these propositions 
“ into effect, was found to be a point of considerable difficulty ; and it may have 
“ been owing in part to this circumstance, that it was thought right, in order to 
“ try the experiment of the principle above recommended, to make a Parliamen- 
“ tary grant to an Institution already in existence, rather than appoint a new 
“ Board for the purpose. The Institution selected for this object, was called 
“ ‘ The Society for Promoting the Education of the Poor of Ireland.’ It had 
“ been formed upon the 2nd of December, 1811, and was managed by a Com- 
“ mittee of gentlemen of various religious persuasions. The principles which 
“they had prescribed to themselves for their conduct were to promote the 
“ establishment and assist in the support of Schools, in which the appointment 
“ of Governors and Teachers, and the admission of Scholars, should be unin- 
“ fluenced by religious distinctions, and in which the Bible or Testament, without 
“ note or comment, should be read by all the Scholars who had attained a suitable 
“ proficiency in reading, excluding catechisms and books of religious controversy ; 
“ wishing it at the same time distinctly to be understood, that the Bible or 
“ Testament was not to be used as a school-book, from which children should be 
“ taught to spell or read. A grant was accordingly made to the Society, of 
“£6,980, Irish currency, in the session of I814r-15.” 

24. The system of this Society was manifestly the same as that which was 
formerly called the Lancasterian system in England, and which, although adopted 
by the great body of the Protestant Dissenters there, was so much opposed by 
the Bishops and Clergy of the Established Church in general, that they com- 
pletely prevented its application to schools for children of their communion. 
The Roman Catholic Prelates and Clergy set themselves with equal resolution 
against it in Ireland, and with equal success. 

25. It was accordingly found in 1824, that of 400,348 children whose parents 
paid for then 1 education in the general schools of the country, and whose religion 
was ascertained, there were 81,060 Protestants, and 319,288 Roman Catholics; 
while of 56,201 children educated under the Kildare-place Society, although 
theirs were Schools for the poor, and the Roman Catholics bear a much greater 
proportion to Protestants in the poorer classes than in the higher, there were 
26,237 Protestants, and only 29,964 Roman Catholics. 

26. Of the effects of having the Scriptures read by children in the way in which 
only they could he read in the Schools of this Society, an opinion may be formed 
from the following extract from the . examination of Mr. Veevers, the Superin- 
tendent of their Model Schools in Dublin, before the Commissioners of 1824 

“Are the Scriptures in any way explained to the children in the school-room ?— 
“ Never. 

Is it your opinion that the more advanced boys in the schools understand 
“ tolerably the meaning of the New Testament in reading it 1—1 am of opinion, 
“ that they do not . ~ J 

The question does not refer, of course, merely to the doctrinal parts of the 
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“ New Testament, but da you conceive they understand the ordinary parts of the 
“ New Testament ? — I think they do not. 

“ Do ^ey manifest any curiosity upon the subject— any wish to be better 
“ informed about it ? — I do not recollect an instance of it” 

27. The Society received from the public in 1825, £29,999. 

28. The Commissioners of 1824, in their first Report, stated that none of the 
existing institutions could provide a system of general education suited to the 
peculiar situation and circumstances of Ireland. They recommended, as the 
Commissioners of 1812 had done, that a distinct Board should be appointed by 
Government, and should be invested with sufficient authority to control the 
application and expenditure of the public money appropriated to the purposes 
of general education ; that Schools should be established for the purpose of giving 
to children of all religious persuasions such useful instruction as they might 
severally be capable and desirous of receiving, without having any grounds to 
apprehend an interference with their respective religious principles ; that teach- 
ers of the several communions should be appointed where there was such an 
attendance of children of different creeds as would render this desirable ; that a 
volume, compiled from the four Evangelists should be used in the Schools during 
the period of united and general instruction, and that religious instruction should 
be given to Protestants and Roman Catholics separately. 

29. In 1 828, a Committee of the House of Commons, to which were referred 
the Reports both of the Commissioners of 1812 and of the Commissioners of 
1824, recommended a system to be adopted which would afford, if possible, a 
combined literary and a separate religious education, and should be capable of 
being so far adapted to the views of the religious persuasions which divide 
Ireland, as to render it in truth a system of National Education for the lower 
classes of the community. 

30. The subject was again considered by the Select Committee appointed to 
examine into the state of the poor of Ireland, in 1830, and the Committee 
expressed themselves in their Report as follows : — 

“ The House will find that your Committee have received much evidence of importance on the 
* subject of the education of the poor ; they cannot but hope that no further time will be lost in 
" guying the public the benefit of the expensive and long-protracted Inquiries before the Royal Com- 
‘‘ missioners of 1806 and 1825, and the practical recommendations of the Select Committee of 1828, 

‘ the Report of which Committee is ordered to be reprinted.” 



HI.— 31. In the following year the present system was established, and it is 
only necessary to contrast the numbers of children receiving education under us 
at the close of the last year, with the numbers educated twenty years ago under 
the several institutions then supported by the State, to seedhe peculiar suitable- 
ness of this system to the circumstances of Ireland. 

32. The principle of it is, and has been from the beginning, that the National 
Schools shall be open alike to Christians of all denominations ; and that accor- 
dingly, no child shall be required to be present at any religious instruction or 
exercise of which his parents or guardians may disapprove; and that oppor- 
tunities shall be afforded to all children to receive separately, at particular periods, 
such religious instruction as their parents or guardians may provide for them. 

33. In consequence of the strict adherence to this principle, the National 
Schools are in a great number of instances frequented by children of various 
denominations. But in some districts, where the poorer portion of the population 
is almost exclusively of one denomination, or again, where well conducted Schools 
confined to those of one denomination had been previously established, such 
intermixture, of course, does not take place ; and this has been held out as a proof 
of the failure, in those instances at least, of the “ system of united education.” 
But the system never was designed to be one of united education in that sense; else, 
m numerous districts in Ireland, in which Schools are much needed, it would be 
wholly inapplicable. The system of united education which it was really designed 
to establish, and which has in fact been established, is a system which does not 
exclude children of any denomination ; which will admit , without doing violence 
to conscience, those, of whatever religious creed, who may wish for education. 

34. In respect of the fundamental principle, — that of avoiding all interference , 
positive or negative , with conscientious scruples, the Commissioners have no discre- 
tion. Their discretionary power extends only to the framing or altering, from 
ime to time, regulations as to details, so -as best to promote the general efficiency 
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of the system, and secure the above fundamendal principle ; and to the granting 
or refusing of aid to each particular applicant. We have been careful never to 
impose either greater or less restrictions than were necessary for the great objects 
to be obtained; and the discretion with which we are intrusted as to the means 
towards these objects is, we are convinced, essential to the efficiency of the 
system If any complete and detailed code of regulations were to be laid down 
by the authority of Government or of Parliament, precluding all exercise of 
discretion on the part of the Commissioners, and should we be . required, abso- 
lutely, to make and to continue grants in every case where no infringement of 
such rules could be proved, we are convinced that the entire failure of the 
institution would be the result. It would he found impossible to lay down in 
detail any set of rules so accommodated to all the varying circumstances of every 
locality and so guarded against all possible mistakes and misrepresentations, as to 
be secure from being violated in spirit, without any tangible infringement of the 
letter of them. For example, under our present rules, the patron of a National 
School may give religious instruction during even the fixed School-hours. A 
patron Protestant or Roman Catholic, might possibly, availing himself of the 
letter of this rule, make so unjust a use of this privilege as to drive from the 
School all children of a persuasion different from his own, or induce them, 
if they remained, to share in religious instruction to which they and their 
parents were conscientiously opposed. In such a case, we should immediately 
interpose, and cause the patron to abandon a course so inconsistent with the 
whole spirit of our system ; or, in case of his refusal, we should strike the 
School off our Roll- We trust, therefore, that if any body of Commissioners shall 
at any time he found to have made an ill use of their discretionary powers, a 
remedy will be sought in the appointment of other, more trustworthy, Commis- 
sioners, rather than in the limitation of that discretion, which we are convinced 
is indispensably necessary for the success of the system. . 

35. By keeping steadily to the principles above laid down, we have been 
enabled to surmount many difficulties— we have been gradually overcoming pre- 

• judices, winning opinion, and making the education paid for by the public what 
it never was before, really and in deed, and not in name only, National. And 
we assure your Excellency, that for any labour we have endured, for any male- 
yolence we have experienced, for any obloquy to which we have been exposed, 
sve feel ourselves amply compensated by the reflection, that we have been instru- 
mental in establishing, spreading, and, we hope, perpetuating, so great a good. 

36. We have not only thousands of Schools under us, and hundreds of thousands 
,of children attending them, hut we have succeeded in compiling, several works 
which contain a series of lessons grounded on Holy Writ, and which are used in 
the general instruction afforded in all our Schools. 

IV. — 37. We annex a copy of Lord Stanley’s letter to the Duke of Leinster, 
under which the National Board was established, also, copies of our existing School 
rules, of the deed by which School-houses built by aid from us are secured to the 
public, and of the queries on which we require our local superintendents to report 
before aid in any ease is granted. Your Excellency will observe, that the rules 
contain an abstract of the deed, and that the first step we take whenever an 
application is made to us for aid towards the building of a School-house, is, to 
require the Superintendent of the district to wait oil the applicants, including the 
proposed trustees, to give them a copy of the deed itself, and to ascertain whether 
they are willing to execute it, “ and to observe the rules therein set forth!'’ And yet 
it has been stated that the deed differs from the rules, and that a party, after 
studying the rules, may go to our office and execute the deed without reading it, 
supposing it to agree with the rules, and may then find that he was bound in a 
way he never contemplated. 

38. Your Excellency will also observe, that no books can be used in the moral 
and literary instruction afforded in the National Schools except such as we 
approve of. Your Excellency will recollect, that those which we have published, 
and which are in general use, are precisely of the description pointed out by the 
Commissioners of 1812. Your Excellency will also observe, that we take care 
that all children attending the National Schools shall be allowed opportunities 
for receiving particular religious instruction ; and will recollect that the Commis- 
sioners of 1812 distinctly say, that it would be the duty of the ministers of religion 
to give it “ at other times and in other places." And yet it has been asserted, that 
the system recommended by them was essentially, though imperfectly, religious, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




OF NATIONAL EDUCATION IN IRELAND. 



9 



but that ours is “ merely secular nay, that “ a School which might leave children 
ignorant of the very existence of a God, may perfectly fulfil all that the National 
Board stipulate for in making a grant.” 

V. — 39. It only remains for us to advert to a communication which we have 
atready made to your Excellency, as to the necessity of having Model Schools 
established under our own immediate direction in our several School districts. 
We are satisfied that such institutions would tend powerfully to the improvement 
of our Schools in general ; but we must acquire sites for the purpose, and we have 
already felt great difficulty in making arrangements for having the premises which 
we have purchased, or taken on lease, for our official, model, and training estab- 
lishments in Dublin and Glasnevin, properly secured through Trustees for our 
use. For this reason, and also because we think property might be granted to 
us if we were enabled to take by direct conveyance, we consider it most desirable, 
that the National Board (the members being of course liable to be changed at her 
Majesty’s pleasure), should be incorporated, and authorised to acquire property, 
and take conveyances of land, when necessary, by licence from the Crown. 

40. The Board which has the charge of the Schools of public and private 
foundation in Ireland, under the 53 Geo. 3, c. 2, is already incorporated, and 
the Committee of the House of Commons, which, in 1838, reported upon the 
state of Education in Ireland, recommended that this Board also should he 
incorporated. 



RICHARD DUBLIN. 

* D. MURRAY. 

FRANC. SADLEIR. 

A. R. BLAKE. 

ROBERT HOLMES. 

RICHARD W. GREENE. 

P. BELLEW. 

POOLEY SHOULDHAM HENRY, D.D. 
ALEXANDER MACDONNELL. 

JOHN RICHARD CORBALLIS. 
KILDARE. 



Dublin , 24 th April , 184-5. 



B 
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ELEVENTH RETORT OP COMMISSIONERS 



PAPERS REFERRED TO IN THE FOREGOING REPORT. 



I. 

Copy of a Letter from the Chief Secretary for Ireland, to His Grace the 
Duke of Leinster, on the Formation of a Board of Commissioners for 
Education in Ireland.* 



Irish. Office, London, October, 1831. 

My Lord, — His Majesty’s Government having come to the determination of empowering 
the Lord Lieutenant to constitute a Board for the Superintendence of a System of National 
Education in Ireland, and Parliament having so far sanctioned the arrangement, as to appro- 
priate a sum of money in the present year, as an experiment of the probable success of the 
proposed system, I am directed by His Excellency to acquaint your Grace, that it is his 
intention, -with your consent, to constitute you the President of the New Board : And I have 
it further in command to lay before your Grace the motives of the Government in consti- 
tuting this Board, the powers which it is intended to confer upon it, and the objects which 
it is expected that it will bear in view, and carry into effect. 

The Commissioners, in 1812, recommended the appointment of a Board of this description, 
to superintend a System of Education, from which should be banished even the suspicion 
of proselytisra, and which, admitting Children of all religious persuasions, should not 
interfere with the peculiar tenets of any. The Government of the day imagined that they 
had found a superintending body, acting upon a System such as was recommended, and 
intrusted the distribution of the National Grants to the care of the Kildare-street Society. 
His Majesty’s present Government are of opinion, that no private Society, deriving a part, 
however small, of their annual income from private sources, and only made the channel of 
the munificence of the Legislature, without being subject to any direct responsibility, could 
adequately and satisfactorily accomplish the end proposed ; and while they do full justice to 
the liberal views with which that Society was originally instituted, they cannot but be sensible 
that one of its leading principles was calculated to defeat it's avowed objects, as experience 
has subsequently proved that it has. The determination to enforce, in all their Schools, the 
reading of the Holy Scriptures without Note or Comment, was undoubtedly taken with the 
purest motives; with the wish at once to connect religious with moral and literary Education, 
and, at the same time, not to run the risk of wounding the peculiar feelings of any sect, by 
catechetical instruction, or comments which might tend to subjects of polemical controversy. 
But it seems to have been overlooked, that the principles of the Homan Catholic Church (to 
which, in any System intended for general diffusion throughout Ireland, the bulk of the 
pupils must necessarily belong) were totally at variance with this principle ; and that the 
indiscriminate reading of the Holy Scriptures without Note or Comment, by children, must 
be. peculiarly obnoxious to a Church which denies, even to adults, the right of unaided 
private interpretation of the Sacred Volume with respect to articles of religious belief. 

Shortly alter its institution, although the Society prospered and extended its operations 
under the fostering care of the Legislature, this vital defect began to be noticed, and the 
Homan Catholic Clergy began to exert themselves with energy and success, against a system 
to which they were on principle opposed, and which they feared might lead in its results to 
proselytism, even although no such object were contempiated by its promoters. When this 
opposition arose, founded on such grounds, it soon became manifest that the System could 
not become one of National Education. 

The Commissioners of Education, in 1824-5, sensible of the defects of the System, and 
of the ground, as well as the strength of the objection taken, recommended the appointment 
of two T eachers in every School, one Protestant and the other Roman Catholic, to superintend 
separately the religious Education of the Children ; and they hoped to have been able to 
agree upon a selection from the Scriptures, which might have been generally acquiesced in 
by both persuasions. But it was soon found that these schemes were impracticable ; and, in 
1S28, a Committee of the House of Commons, to which were referred the various Reports 
of the .Commissioners of Education, recommended a System to he adopted, which should 
afford, if possible, a combined Literary, and a separate Religious Education, and should be 
capable of being so far adapted to the views of the religious persuasions which prevail in 
Ireland, as to render it, in truth, a System of National Education for the poorer classes of 
the community. 

* A copy of the original draft of Lord Stanley’s letter, which had been sent to the Board printed, 
was, by mistake, reprinted with other documents by direction of the Board, in 1836, instead of the 
letter itself ; but a copy of the letter itself, as finally settled, and now given, was annexed by the 
Board to its Report for 1841, and printed therewith. 
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For the success of the undertaking, much must depend upon the character of the indivi- 
duals who compose the Board ; and upon the security thereby afforded to the country, that 
■while the interests of religion are not overlooked, the most scrupulous care should be taken 
not to interfere with the peculiar tenets of any description of Christian pupils. 

To attain the first object, it appears essential that the Board should be composed of men 
of high personal character, including individuals of exalted station in the Church ; to attain 
the latter, that it should consist of persons professing different religious opinions. * 

It is the intention of the Government, that the Board should exercise a complete control 
over the various Schools which may be erected under its auspices, or which, having been 
already established, may hereafter place themselves under its management, and submit to its 
regulations. Subject to these, applications for aid will be admissible from Christians of all 
denominations ; but as one of the main objects must be to unite in one System children of 
different Creeds, and as much must depend upon the co-operation of the resident Clergy, 
the Board will probably look with peculiar favour upon applications proceeding either from, 

1st. The Protestant and Roman Catholic Clergy of the Parish; or 

2nd. One of the Clergymen, and a certain number of Parishioners professing the' 
opposite Creed; or 

3rd. Parishcmers of both denominations. 

Where the application proceeds exclusively from Protestants, of' exclusively from Roman 
Catholics, it will be proper for the Board to make inquiry as to the Circumstances ivhich lead 
to' the absence of any names of the persuasion which does not appear. 

The Board will note all applications for aid, whether granted or refused, with the grounds 
of the decision, and annually submit to Parliament a Report of their proceedings. 

They will invariably require, as a condition not to be departed from, that local funds shall 
be raised, upon which any aid from the public will be dependent. 

They will refuse all applications in which the following objects are not locally provided 
for : — 

1st. A fund sufficient for the annual repairs of the School-house and furniture. 

2nd. A permanent salary for the Master, not less than pounds. 

3rd. A sum sufficient to purchase Books and School Requisites at half-price. 

4th. Where aid is sought from the Commissioners for building a School-house, it is 
required that at least one-third of the estimated expense be subscribed, a site for 
budding, to be approved of by the Commissioners, be granted for the purpose, and 
that the School-house, when finished, he vested in Trustees, to be also approved of 
by them. 

. They will require that the Schools be kept open for a certain number of hours, on four or 
five days of the week, at the discretion of the Commissioners, for moral and literary Education 
only ; and that the remaining one or two days in the week be set apart for giving, separately, 
such religious Education to the children, as may be approved of by the Clergy of their 
respective persuasions. 

They will also permit and encourage the Clergy to give religious instruction to the 
children of their respective persuasions, either before or after the ordinary School hours, on 
the other days of the week. 

They will exercise the most entire control over all Books to be used in the Schools, whether 
in the combined moral and literary, or separate religious instruction ; none to be employed 
in the first, except under the sanction of the Board, nor in the latter, but with the approbation 
of those Members of the Board who are of the same religious persuasion with those for whose 
use they are intended. Although it is not designed to exclude from the list of Books for 
the combined instruction, such portions of Sacred History, or of religious or moral teaching,' 
as may be approved of by tbe Board, it is to be understood, that this is by no means intended 
to. convey a perfect and sufficient religious Education, or to supersede the necessity of separate 
religious instruction on the day set apart for that purpose. 

. They will require that a Register shall be kept in tbe Schools, in which shall be entered 
the attendance or non-attendance of each child on Divine Worship on Sundays. 

They will, at various times, either by themselves, or by their Inspectors, visit and examine 
into the state of each School, and report their observations to the Board. 

They will allow to the individuals or bodies applying for - aid, the appointment of their 
own Teacher, subject to the following restrictions and regulations : — 

1st. He (or she) shall he liable to be fined, suspended, or removed altogether, by the 
authority of the Commissioners, who shall, however, record their reasons. 

2nd. He shall have received previous instruction in a Model School in Dublin, to be 
sanctioned by the Board. 

N.B — It is not intended that this regulation should apply to prevent the admission of 
masters or mistresses of Schools already established, who may be approved of by tho 
Commissioners. 

3rd. He shall have received testimonials of good conduct, and of general fitness for the 
situation, from the Board. 

THe Board will be intrusted with the absolute control over the funds which may be annually 
toted by Parliament, which they shall apply to the following purposes 

1st. Granting aid for the erection of Schools, subject to the conditions hereinbefore 
specified, 

B 2 
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2nd. Paying Inspectors for visiting and reporting upon Schools. 

3rd. Gratuities to Teachers of Schools conducted under the Rules laid down, not 
exceeding Pounds each. 

4th. Establishing and maintaining a Model School in Dublin, and training teachers for 
country Schools. 

5th. Editing and printing such books of moral and literary Education as may be approved 
of for the use of the Schools, and supplying them and School necessaries, at not lower 
than half-price. 

6th. Defraying all necessary contingent expenses of the Board. 

I have thus stated the objects which His Majesty’s Government have in view, and the 
principal Regulations by which they think those objects may be most effectually promoted: 
And I am directed by "the Lord Lieutenant to express his Excellency’s earnest wish that 
the one and the other may be found such, as to procure for the Board the sanction of your 
Grace’s name, and the benefit of your Grace’s attendance. 

A full power will of course be given to the Board, to make such regulations upon matters 
of detail, not inconsistent with the spirit of these instructions, as they may judge best quali- 
fied to carry into effect the intentions of the Government and of the Legislature. Parlia- 
ment has already placed at His Excellency’s disposal a sum which may be available eveniu 
the course of the present year ; and as soon as the Board can be formed, -it will be highly 
desirable that no time should be lost, with a view to the estimates of the ensuing year, in 
enabling such Schools, already established, as are willing to subscribe to the conditions im- 
posed, to put in their claims for protection and assistance ; and in receiving applications from 
parties desirous to avail themselves of the munificence of the Legislature, in founding new 
Schools under your regulations. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

(Signed) E. G. Stanley. 



II. 

The following Document, Explanatory of some of the foregoing Conditions, 
which have been misunderstood, having been drawn up by the Commissioners 
as containing their views of them, has received .the approbation and sanction 
of His Majesty’s Government. 

As some parts of the plan of Education committed to the Commissioners, to be by them 
carried into effect, have, as it appears, been misunderstood, the Commissioners beg to sub- 
mit to Government, the sense in which they have understood, and acted upon, the instructions 
given yn the letter of the Chief Secretary for Ireland, that the Government may confirm 
them in their mode of procedure where they are right, and correct them where they are 
wrong. 

I- In giving a, control, to individual Members of the Board, over Books to be used in the 
particular Religious instruction of different denominations of Pupils, the Board do not un- 
derstand that it was the intention of His Majesty’s Government either to claim for them- 
selves, or to vest in the Commissioners, any control over the use of the Sacred Scriptures, or 
over the Standards of the established Churches of Ireland — or of Scotland — or of the Roman 
Catholic Church, but only over Books, composed by private authors ; and that the control 
over these is required merely for the purpose of checking the introduction of Books of 
injurious tendency. 

II. The Board do not understand that it is imperative upon them to edit all Books used 
in the Schools receiving Grants from them ; but that they are at liberty to sanction such 
Books as may previously be in use in Schools, in behalf of which applications are made ; or 
such as may be preferred by the Local Patrons and Conductors of Schools, provided that 
they find nothing objectionable in them. Under this view of the duty assigned to them, 
they require a list of the Books used in the Schools which they aro requested to aid, and 
have already frequently sanctioned the School-books issued by the Kildare-place Society — 
and also, alter certain alterations, the School-books issued by the Catholic Book Society, 
llic Board wish to remark, that they have never conceived it would be expedient to render 
the use of any particular Book or Books imperative. 

. HI* The Board understand that the control over Teachers of Schools is vested primarily 
in their Local Patrons and Conductors ; and that the power required by the Government 
to ho conceded to the Board, of fining and dismissing Teachers, is to be exercised only in 
case of such Local Patrons and Conductors, after receiving Grants, seeking to protect 
Teachers in violating the rules of the Board ; or retaining Teachers found, on trial, to be 
incompetent. \ 

IV; I heBoard understand that they are to require a permanent submission to its regulations, 
only in those cases in which Grants have been made towards the erection of School-houses, 
to be vested m Trustees, according to the directions of Government ; and that in Schools 
receiving occasional or annual Grants, such as salaries for the Teachers, &c., they are to 
require submission to their regulations only during the period for which Grants are made. 

V. By encouraging the Pastors of different denominations, to give Religious Instruction 
to the Children of their respective Flocks, out of School hours, the Board understand, 
merely affording to such Pastors facility of access to the Pupils at the times /specified, and 
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not employing or remunerating them. And they understand that the Parents and Guar- 
dians of the Children are to determine to what denomination they respectively belong the 

Board taking no cognizance of the matter. ‘ J ° 

VI. The Board understand that the times for Religions Instruction are to he determined 
by the Local Patrons and Conductors of Schools ; the power vested in the Board on that 
subject being merely to see that, at least, one week-day in the week is set apart for that purpose ; 
they also understand that the Religious Instruction given may, or may not, be in the School- 
room ; the choice of the place being left to the Pastors of the Children, but that liberty is 
to be secured to them to assemble the children of their respective Flocks in the School-room 
if they see fit.* 

VII. The Board understand that they are not, in ordinary cases, to exercise control over 
the use of the School-rooms on Sundays, that control being 'left to the Local Conductors of 
the School ; but that if auy use be made of them, tending to contention and well founded 
complaints between adverse parties, it is competent for the Board to interfere for the pur- 
pose of remedying the evil. 

The Board beg leave to add, that they do not regard these observations as altering or 
modifying, in any degree, the original instructions communicated to them in the Chief Secre- 
tary’s Letter, of October, 1831; they offer them as containing views which they have 
always entertained of their Instructions, and upon which they have uniformly acted since 
the commencement of their labours. 



III. 

Roles and Regulations of the Commissioners of National Education, and Directions 
for making Application for Aid towards the Building of School-houses, or for 
the Support op Schools. 

I. — The Commissioners grant aid towards the Building and Support of Schools of two Classes 
Elementary Schools and Schools of Industry ; but they can grant aid only to a limited number of the 
latter, and these must be at certain distances from each other. It is an indispensable condition for aid 
towards a School of Industry, that a Work-room shall be annexed to it, if it be situated in a City or 
Town ; and if it be a Country or Rural School, that a certain quantity of land shall be provided for 
Garden Culture. 

It is, however, for the Patrons of each National School to determine whether they will make Agri- 
cultural or other industrial instruction part of the Education which it affords. It is for the Commis- 
sioners to do what they can in aid of their efforts, by having the Teachers taught the principles and 
practice of improved Agriculture during their Training Course, and by receiving Agricultural Pupils 
at the Model harm, Glasnevin. The Commissioners consider Schools for Females as of the class of 
Elementary Schools ; but they require that instruction be there given in Sewing, Knitting, and other 
works suited to Females. 

II. — As to Government of Schools, with respect to Attendance and Religious Instruction. 

1. The ordinary School business, during which all Children, of whatever denomination they may 
be, are required to attend, is to embrace a specified number of hours each day. 

2. Opportunities are to be afforded to the Children of each School for receiving such religious 
instruction as their parents or guardians approve of. 

3. The Patrons of the several Schools have the right of appointing such religious instruction as 
they may think proper to be given therein, provided that each School be open to Children of all 
communions; that due regard be had to parental right and authority ; that, accordingly, no child be 
compelled to receive, or be present at, any religious instruction to which his parents or guardians 
object ; and that the time for giving it be so fixed, that no child shall be thereby, in effect, excluded, 
directly, or indirectly, from the other advantages which the School affords. Subject to this, religious 
instruction may be given either during the fixed School hours or otherwise. 

4. In Schools, towards the building of which the Commissioners have contributed, and which are, 
therefore, vested in Trustees for the purposes of National Education, such pastors or other persons 
as shall be approved of by the parents or guardians of the Children respectively, shall have access to 
them in the School-room, for the purpose of giving them religious instruction there, at convenient 
tunes to be appointed for that purpose, whether those pastors or persons shall have signed the original 
application or otherwise. 

5. In Schools not vested, but which receive aid only by way of Salary and Books, it is for the 
Patrons to determine whether religious instruction shall be given in the School-room or not ; but if 
they do not allow it in the School-room, the Children whose parents or guardians so desire, must be 
allowed to absent themselves from the School at reasonable limes, for the purpose of receiving such 
instruction elsewhere. 

6. The reading of the Scriptures, either in the Protestant Authorised, or Douay Version, as well 
as the teaching of Catechisms, comes withiu the rule as to religious instruction. 

7. The rule as to religious instruction applies to Public Prayer and to all other religious exercises. 

8. The Commissioners do not insist on the Scripture Lessons being read in any of the National 
Schools, nor do they allow them to be read during the time of secular or literary instruction, in any 
School attended by Children whose parents or guardians object to their being so read. In such case, 
the Commissioners prohibit the use of them, except at the times of religious instruction, when the 
persons giving it may use these Lessons, or not, as they think proper. 

9. Whatever arrangement is made in any School for giving religious instruction, must be publicly 
notified in the School-room, in order that those Children, and those only, may be present whose parents 
or guardians allow them. 

This applies to Schools built by aid from the Board, not to Schools which receive aid only by way of Salary, 
Or Grants of Books. — See 6th Report, paragraphs 26 and 27- 
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10. If any other kooks than the Holy Scriptures, or the standard, books of the Church to which the 
Children using them belong, are employed in communicating religious instruction, the title of each is 
to be made known to the Commissioners. , 

11 The use of the books published by the Commissioners is not compulsory ; but the titles of all 
other books which the Conductors of Schools intend for the ordinary School-business, are to be reported 
to the Commissioners; and none are to be used to which they object: but they prohibit such onlv as 
may appear to them to contain matter objectionable in itself or objectionable for common instruction, 
as peculiarly belonging to some particular religious denomination. 

12. A Registry is to be kept in each School of the daily attendance of the Scholars, and the 
average attendance, according to the Form furnished by the Commissioners. 



III . — Miscellanec 

1. It ig the earnest wish of Her Majesty’s Government, and of the Commissioners, that the Clergy 

and Laity of the different religious denominations in the country should co-operate with one another 
in conducting National Schools. . ... 

2. When any School is received by the Commissioners into connexion with them, the inscription, 

«t National School,” and no other, shall be put up conspicuously on the School-house ; and when a 
School-house is built, partly by aid from them, a stoue is to be introduced into the wall having that 
inscription cut upon it. . 

3. The Commissioners require that no use shall be made of the School-rooms tor any purpose tedding 

to contention, such as the holding of political meetings in them, or bringing into them political 
petitions or documents of any kind for signature ; and that they shall not be converted into places of 
public -WORSHIP. The Commissioners require the School-rooms to be used exclusively for the 
purposes of Education ; and any breach of this Rule will be held to be a violation of the principles of 
the National Education System. _ . _ ■ .. 

4. The Commissioners require that the principles of the following Lesson, or of a Lesson of a similar 
import, be strictly inculcated in all Schools admitted into connexion with the Board, and that a copy 
of the Lesson itself be hung up in each School. 

Christians should endeavour, as the Apostle Paul commands them, to “live peaceably with all men;" 
(Rom. ch. xii. v. 18), even with those of a different religious persuasion. ^ 

Our Saviour, Christ, commanded his desdples to “love one another.” He taught them to love even 
their enemies, to bless those that cursed them, and to pray for those who persecuted them. He himself 
prayed for his murderers. . • 

Many men hold erroneous Doctrines, but we ought not to hate or persecute them. We ought to seek 
for the truth, and to hold fast what we are convinced is the truth ; but not to treat harshly those: who are- 
in error. Jesus Christ did not intend his religion to be forced on men by violent means. He would not 
allow his disciples to fight for him. 

If any persons treat us unkindly, we must not do the same to them ; for Christ and his apostles have 
taught us not to return evil for evil. If we would obey Christ, we must do to others not as they do to 
us but as we would wish them to do to us. 

Quarrelling with onr neighbours and abusing them, is not the way to convince them that we are in the 
right, and they in the wrong. It is more likely to convince them that we have not a Christian spirit. 

We ought to show ourselves followers of Christ, who, “ when he was reviled reviled not again,” (1 Pet. 
ch. ii. v. 23,) by behaving gently and kindly to every one. 



5. The Commissioners regard the attendance of any of their Teachers at meetings held for political 
purposes, or their taking part in elections for Members of Parliament, except by voting, as incom- 
patible with the performance of their duties, and as a violation of rule which will render ,them liable 
to dismissal. 

6. Should the Commissioners consider any Teacher employed in a School under the Board unfit for 
his office or otherwise objectionable, they require that he be dismissed and another provided. 
Teachers are also liable to be fined or suspended, at all times, when the Commissioners shall deem it 
necessary, on sufficient cause being shown. 

7. The Commissioners by themselves, or their Officers, are to be allowed to visit and examine the 
Schools whenever they think fit. Those who visit on the part of the Commissioners are furnished 
with credentials under their Seal. 



IV . — Inspection of Schools. 

1. ADMISSION or VISITERS. 

1. The Public generally must have free access to every National School, during the hours devoted 
to secular instruction, — not to take part in the ordinary business, nor to interrupt it — but a3 Visiters, 
to observe how it is conducted. 

. 2. Every Teacher of a National School is to receive courteously Visiters of all denominations, to 
afford them free access to the School-room, and full liberty to observe what books are in the hands 
of the Children, or upon the desks ; what tablets are hung up on the walls, and what is the method 
of teaching ; but they are by no means required to permit any person to interrupt the business of 
the School by asking questions of Children, examining classes, calling for papers of any kind; or, in 
any other way, diverting the attention of either Teachers or Scholars from their usual business. _ 

3. Should any Visiters wish for information, which they cannot obtain by such an inspection, it 
is the duty of the Teachers to refer them to the Patrons or Managers of the School for it. 

4. Every Teacher is required to have his Visiters’ or Daily Report Book lying upon his desk, that 
Visiters may, if they choose, enter remarks in it. Such remarks as may be made, the Teachers srfl 
by no means to alter or erase ; and the Superintendent of the district is required to transmit to the 
Commissioners copies of such remarks as he may deem of sufficient importance to be made known to 
them, 

5. As the religious instruction of the Children is under the control of the Clergyman or lay person 
communicating it with the approbation of their parents, the Commissioners can give no liberty to. anv 
other Visiter, whether Clergyman or layman, to interfere therewith. 



2. INSPECTION BY THE COMMISSIONERS OR THEIR OPPICERS. 

1. The Commissioners do not take the control or regulation of any School, except their own 
School, directly into their own hands, but leave all Schools aided by them under the authority of t|j e 
Local Conductors, The Superintendents, therefore, are not to give direct orders, as on the part of m 
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®“ rd ; ' “* "r” ce ?fT "W»!*tionjbnt to point ont sunk regulation, to the conductore of the 

School that they may give the requisite orders. 1 e 

2. The Commit, inner, require tint ererj National School be inspected by the Superintends! of 

the district, at least three times in each year. ' * y ^upertnienaent of 

3. The Suptrintetidcnt, on each inspection, is to communicate with the Patron or Correspondent 

for the purpose of afford, ng reformat, on concerning the general state of the School, and pointing 
ont such violations of rule, or defects, if any, as he may have observed t and he is to make such me- 
gestions as he may deem necessary. ® 

. 4 - He is .‘° Visiters’ Book or Daily Eeport Book, and to transmit to the Commis- 

sioners copies of any observations made therein which he may consider to be of importance 
. \ H . e 13 “! t0 7“ “I observation in the Book ercept the date of his visit, the tinm occupied 
,n the inspection of the School, shotting the precise time at which it commenced, and the precise 
time at which it terminated ; and also the the number of Scholars present. precise 

6. Upon ordinary occasions, he is not to give any intimation of his intended visit , but, during the 

middle term of the year, from 1st of May to 31st of August, when the inspection is to he pfblE 
he » to make such previous arrangements with the Local Managers, as will f.eilit.te the attendance of 
the parents of the Children, and other persons interested in the welfare of the Schools ” 

7. He is to report to the Commissioners the result of each visit, and to use every means to obtain 

School 16 “ t0 the dtscphno, management, and methods of instruction pursued in the 

8 ' ,s . t0 exaI " l . oe .u 11 i* 10 C1 ““ s 13 succession, in their different branches of study, so as to 

enable him to ascertain the degree and efficiency of the instruction imparted 

9. He is <o examine the Class Rolls Register, and Daily Report Book; and to report with 
accuracy what is the actual number of Children receiving instruction at the School, and what is the 
daily average attendance. 

10. He is to receive a monthly Report from the Teacher of each School, and also to make one 
quarterly, himself, to the Commissioners, in addition to hia ordinary Report upon the School after 
each visit. 

. 1L He . is a,so to supply the Commissioners with such local information as they may from time to 
time require from him, and to act as their agent in all matters in which they may employ him ; but 
he is not invested with authority to decide upon any question affecting a National School, or the 
general business of the Commissioners, without their direction. 

12. When applications for aid are referred to the Superintendent, he is to communicate with the 

applicant so as t.6 ensure au interview, and also with the Clergymen of the different denominations in 
the neighbourhood, with the view of ascertaining their sentiments on the case, and whether they 
have any, and what, objection thereto. He is also to communicate personally, if necessary, with anv 
other individuals m the neighbourhood. " 1 

13. The Superintendent is to avoid all discussions of a religious or political nature ; he is io 

exhibit a courteous and conciliatory demeanour towards all persons with whom he is to communicate, 
and to pursue such a line of conduct as will tend to uphold the just influence and authority both of 
Managers and Teachers. J 
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Schools. 



V — As to Appointment, Conduct of Teachers, §c. 

1. The appointment of Teachers rests with the Local Patrons and Committees of Schools. But 
the Commissioners are to he satisfied of the fitness of each, both as to character and general qualifi- 
cation. He should he a person of Christian sentiment, cf calm temper, and discretion ; he Should 
be imbued with a spirit of peace, of obedience to the law, and of loyaltv to his Sovereign ; he should not 
only possess the art of communicating knowledge, but be capable of moulding the mind of youth, and 
of giving to the power which education confers, a useful direction. These are the qualities for which 
Patrons of Schools, when making choice of Teachers, should anxiously look. They are those which 
the Commissioners are anxious to find, to encourage, and to reward. 

2.. The Commissioners have provided a Normal Establishment in Marlborough-street, Dublin, for 
training Teachers and educating persons who are intended to undertake the charge of School?; and 
they do not sanction the appointment of a Teacher to any School, unless he shall have been 
^ rev I° us ty ^ ra ’ ne< ^ a t the Normal Establishment; or shall have been pronounced duly qualified by 
the Superintendent of the District in which the School is situated. 

3. Teachers selected by the Commissioners for admission into the Normal Establishment, roust pro- 
duce a Certificate of good character from the officiating Clergyman of the communion to which they 
belong; they must also take the oath or make a solemn declaration of allegiance, before a Magis- 

presence of the Commissioners; and they pass through an examination in the Books 
published by the Commissioners. They are to be boarded and lodged at an Establishment provided 
by the Board, for the purpose, at Glasnevin, in the immediate neighbourhood of Dublin, to which 
an Agricultural department is attached. They are to receive religious instruction from their 
respective Pastors, who attend on Thursdays at the Normal Establishment; and on Sundays they 
are required to attend their respective places of Worship; and a vigilant superintendence is at all 
times exercised over their moral conduct. 

4. They are to attend upon five days in the week at the Training and Model Schools, where 
ectures are delivered on different branches of knowledge, and where they are practised in the art 
° , , ac k‘ n " - They are to receive instruction at Glasnevin, particularly in Agriculture, daily, 
and they attend on Saturdays at the farm which is conducted under the direction of the pom- 
tnissioners, and where they see theory reduced to practice. They undergo a final examination 
at the close of their course, and each will then receive a certificate according to his deserts. The 
course of training at present occupies a period of four months and half, and for a considerable time 
P r ® v,0 “® to their being summoned, they are required to prepare themselves for the course. 

5.. Teachers of Schools unconnected with the National Board, if properly recommended, are also 
admitted to attend the Normal establishment, as day pupils, without any charge for tuition ; but such 
persons maintain themselves at their own expense. 

6. The Commissioners grant Salaries to the Teachers, varying from £S to £20 (and, in the case of 

emale Teachers, from £8 to £15) per annum, according to the class in which they may be placed ; 
ItVu *° l ' ,e > r qualifications, the average number of Children in attendance, the state of 

me School, and the extent ot the instruction afforded in it. 



Appointment, Con- 
duct of Teacher*, fcc. 
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7 Teachers of National Schools are divided into three classes, to tvhich the follorrin S Salaries m 
attach ed^—- 1 St, or highest Class, £20 t 2nd, £15 ! 3rd, £1 2 per annum ! and, in the case of Fear* 

*•?-, r 

Class and receive at most £8 per annum each, in which they must remain for at least One Bar. 
Tb are afterwards to be examined by the Superintendent of the District, or, if in training, by th, 
PrelLsor. and such as are deemed sufficiently qualified to be placed m a higher Class, recce He 
23 m™ to which then mo y beam* entitled, from the commencement of I h, , second year. 

T National Teachers are eliglhle to be ro-classed at the term.o.tiotl of one year, from the dale at 
any nrevdous classification. They are also liable to he depressed a Class if they have conducted 
thLselv« improperly, or if their Schools have declined, either as regards attendance, or tn any other 

” To"'™. Commissioners require that a further income be secured to the Teacher either by loci 
Subscription or School-foes, to such amount in each case as they may direct ; and the Commission*, 
also require that the payments made by th. Children shall not be dmumshed in consequence of any 
inerpase of Salarv which may be awarded lo the Teacher. . , , 

"I In School! consisting of Male and Female Children, occupying the same ™om, unde, the ram 
of one Male Teacher, the Commissioners grant a Salary not esccedtng £6 per annum to a Teacher 
o! Needlework, provided the average daily attendance of Children be suffictenlly large lo ..mat 

t h l^ 0 £ m sXo'r«t”e!ded”bj Female Children only, under the care of a Female Teacher, sari 
Teacher mu.t be competent to conduct the Needlework, a, well a, the Literary Department. 

13. The Commissioners also grant Salaries lo Assistant Literary Teachers, not more than £8 per 
annum each, in all Schools where, in there opinion, the daily average attendance is so large as to 
render additional Teachers necessary. „ , T m , 

14 Salaries are granted by the Commissioners to the Teachers tndimduaUy. No new Teacher, 
therefore, is to receive a Salary from them unless they have first approved of him; the amoant u 
regulated by the Class in which he may he placed. 

VI. — Books. 

1. The Commissioners furnish gratuitously to each School a first Stock of School-books, in 

proportion to the attendance of Children, which is renewed at the end of every four years. They 
are to be kept as a School Stock, for which the Master or Mistress is held responsible, and they 
are on no account to be taken out of the School. The Commissioners also supply Books from 
time to time for the general use of the Children, and School Requisites, such as paper, slates, 
quills, &c., at reduced rates. . _ , « • .1 1 _ t 

2. The Funds of the Commissioners do not enable them to give a tree Stock sufficiently large for 
the entire wants of the School. It consists chiefly of Books and Lessons suited to the Junior Classes, 
viz. : Spelling and Reading Tablets, First, Second, and Third Books, Grammars, Arithmetics Copy 
Lines, and Arithmetical Tablets, also a Register and Report Book. The more advanced Lesson 
Books, Maps, Slates, Pencils, and Stationery are to be purchased at the reduced rates. 

3. When Books, &c., purchased from the Commissioners at the reduced price, are sold to the Children 
attending a National School, it is directed that in no case shall any advance he made on these prices; 
and the Superintendents have instructions to inquire into and report upon any infraction of this rule. 

4. Books are supplied to Schools for the Poor, not in connexion with the National Board, upon 
special application, at prices considerably lower than those at which they are sold to the public. 



V 1 1.—, Building. 

1. Before any grant is made towards building a School-house, the Commissioners are to be satis- 

fied that a necessity exists for such a School, that an eligible site has been procured, that a satisfactory 
Lease of the site will be executed to Trustees ; and, that the applicant parties are prepared to raise, 
by local contribution, at least one-third of the whole sum which the Commissioners deem necessary lor 
the erection of the House, providing Furniture, &c. -if, 

2. If the proposed site he for a School in a Rural District, and be within three statute miles 0 
School-house towards the erection of which the Commissioners have contributed aid, no grant can 

3- Although the Commissioners do not absolutely refuse aid towards the erection of School-bousn 
on ground connected with a place of Worship, yet they much prefer having them erected on gr° UD 
which is not so connected, where it can be obtained; they therefore require that, before L urc . 
Chapel, or Meeting-house ground be selected as the site of a School-house, strict inquiry be ma 
whether another convenient site can be obtained, and that the result shall be stated to them. 

4. The School premises must be vested in Trustees, at a nominal rent, and for such term, un e 

the circumstances, as the Commissioners may deem necessary. , 

5. The Trustees are to be chosen by the applicants themselves, and their names reported to 

Commissioners for their approbation. The Trustees are bound to hold the School premises for 
purposes of National Education, according to the Regulations of the Commissioners. , 

6. No alteration is to be made in the Trusteeship, without the concurrence of the Commission 

If any of the Trustees die or resign, or become otherwise incapable of acting, new Trustees s a 
elected to supply their place, subject to the approval of the Commissioners. . . 

7. The Trustees are bound by the terms of the Lease to keep the House and Furniture in sumci 

repair. . „ 

8. When grants are voted towards the_ Building, &c., of a School-house, the conveyance to Ira 

must be duly executed before the tcorks are commenced. _ 

9. No gTant can be made until the Superintendent shall have reported upon all the circumstan 

of the case. - • f tba 

10. The Commissioners determine, from the information afforded them, the dimensions 0 

proposed Building. _ T 

11. The Commissioners cannot in any case pay more than two-thirds of the sum which they 
deem necessary for the erection of the School-house (including Furniture, &c.) ; and they mvanavj 
require that the remaining one-third, at least, shall be locally provided for. 
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S b “ ° f C ™™» ’Aid. i, is intended ,„ Building. 
Example. A School-house capable of accommodatieg'one hundred Child™ .h Id . • 
nolens than area of „x hundred s q „are fee,. ?,d should'be SS^tfSIirSE 

"» *“ “> Sp^eudon. ,o which ,h« parties 

,^dilt c Jzrbrn."i;foTS^ 

SlSf ““ 11 “ d ““ i P* i ™ b » P"*™* -hole of the extra .apt’ IXplovST; 

15. The Commissioners do not contribute toward* fh« - .• 

Teachers, except in the case of a District Model School. ^ erecting Residences for the 

]C. The House, Furniture, Ssc., must be completed, the Teacher nr . , , 

School in operation, before the grants can be paid. aehers appointed, and the 

17. The whole of the works must be completed within twelve mnnth* *i, 1 . • , 

or the Lease (unless by special permission) or the grants will be forfeited ^ °* tl “ 

S. The Commissioners do not make advances or Instalments of their grants. 

i^orCnm'mSr;',!^ "f b » 

,».«d in the Trust Deed, end by the Contra”” The work 1 "W' b I ‘he Trustees 

of the District, or by any other person authorised hv the Pn PP r . oved °f by the Superintendent 

^ *-• « 

Abstract of the set firth ire the L.a.e, to urhich the Truetee, executin', Lea,,, 

mU b ‘ bm,nd a ‘ Com-mstwmen of National Education * 

4: JSSSS'S It h 12rg2Sl£^^^<£iLS**^ «- -* 

and Literary Instruction oniv; and thaTine d’avin ft Si ft ft “ me . be , ln g> for Moral 
Sunday, shall be set apart for the Religious Instruction of the Child™* ° f “ft’ > nde P endentl y of 

be afforded to them for the same pfrpose Z d£ of the w.ek Whei 

Children Le Par, P '““' “ ‘ L “ 

^Sra^m"^ T ^ e AL , * cl,i ?* in . Scb ”° ,s «»»»“tod’rith the Board, either after 
General Normal StL„ S hemsel.es m readiness, when called upon, to attend at the 
■pened. ThT vfSrrh" J i ' hn ’ ° r a“ ona °’ the E,at ' ,ct Moilel Schools hereafter to be 

* li ™ when ,he Co "” is!i “" s 

Vrinf'ndMs” 1 f„d a? f f,T f °VKH*«ion of the Commissioners, their Officers, or 

Ihe Schools to observe hL tW « f ^iiom.nat^ns, whether Clergy or Laity, shall have access to 
ia Rules and Reeulationft S! rift ” the “ anner and under the restrictions as set forth 
6- No Meeili f , J ft Commissioners, under the head of “ Inspection of Schools." 

P»t or Room thereof ' or ^ be P er ? itted to be held in tbe School-houses, or in any 

School ; no PoliS petitln ftft 1 ™ 36 ? TnT^’ eXCe P l . SUch as re]ate t0 the business of the 
mv part thereof f,?r filft D °f ume . nt sha } b ^ brought into the School-houses or premises, or 
into a pit* 0{ "ffij ?"w ft™' 56 ’ a " d f Deither the House > an 7 P«* of it, shall be con- 
School-house shall he W ft’,, 01 “® d for any purpose save that of such School. Every 
tnhutions shall also hf -ft ful1 and sufficient repair by local contribution solely, and local con- 
i'. In case 1ft ra ' Sed ° Wards tlle P a y raent of the Teachers* Salaries, 
formed by the Trusteed or *K in? at f* 7 ftt tbe above ‘ rusts and regulations shall not be duly per- 
jw be recovelble from the T ”, *1° - b % eXecuted b ? ft m > ‘ he 8«“* P a i d b y the Commissioners 

f mion as to the sum nSd 4 the ir Executors and Assigns, jointly and severally, or salis- 

“•ssioners may requift^ U be made b ^ tbeni t0 lbe Commissioners, in whatever way the Com- 

cr refuLft b^ft S - tee dl ®» ordes ' re to be discharged of the trusts, orreside out of Ireland, or neglect 
** Trustee or SS ^ executing the trusts, the other Trustee or Trustees may appoint a 
dft.i:„:-_ . lr ustees, to be approved of hv » ,« ComynJcsInnor* a, .u„ fbL..*... 



or refuse, or heenml- 6 dl ?», ordesu ' e tobe discharged of the trusts, orreside out of Ireland, or neglect 
I" IWee oZtZZIZ u ‘I* ‘"SB, th. other Trustee or Trustees m.y appoint a 

declining, neglectino- ’ ^ b ® a PP roved ? { b y tbe Commissioners, or in the case of the other Trustees 
be lawful for the pfl or . re . fusin S t0 exercise the power of such appointment within six months.it shall 
me Commissioners to nominate a new Trustee. 

I VIII. — Aid to Schools previously established. 

I Th * I* 

2 - Btfore d ,Sh n . l fj d *° S e ll0 ° Ia P' 8 ™™ 1 ? established, is limited to Salary and Books. , . . , 

■ ! «m,„ c ,.” h h “ d h '“. b e granted, the Commissioners must be satisfied that the ease i, deserving £1,“ .ShT 
. that there ,s reason to expect that the Sebool will be efficiently and permanently sup- ™“ 2 e ' l * bl “ h “ 1 - 
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A» .0 Schools pie- ported! that »». bed peortsion will b -Jn. jW£ ^ridTd “hT' S qtlft 
viously established. L«! U- iSJSl K. ^ Sch„0, la in operatL, 

of lie District, a report upon House and Furniture must he kept in snBcieat 

4. To entitle a School to a School conducted, in all respects, in a satisfactory manner, 

2. WOBRHOU8E SCHOOH. 

. , , liplipf of the Destitute Poor of Ireland, 1st and 2nd 

Workhouse Schools. Extract from the Act for the more effectual Belief or 

Viet., ch. 56, sec. 49 Commissioners, nor any live-law shall oblige any inmate of iaj 

“ And be it enacted, that no order re li u ious service which may be celebrated in a mode contnij 

“ workhouse to attend or be prese . fc authorize the education of any child in such woikbouse 

“ to the religious principles of such inmate, nor shaU authonze the u of such chi)d ^ 

-in any religious creed other ^tif th/else oTanorpWo which the guardian or guard!*, 

“ wh,cl1 sucb P arents ° r par ® nfc i a . J ’ hal j ob : ect . Provided also, that it shall he lawful for any reguhr 
“ godfather or godmother of such orphan shall object • ™ vorkhousc ’ nt „U times in the day, on the request 

the above enactment, in reference to religious instruction, shall be faitlnully 

3. SCHOOLS ATTACHED TO PBISONS. 

^attached Such Schools ore receded into coupon upon the some genera! priuclples as the W«*_ 

Prisons. Schools, and grants of Books are made thereto. 

IX. — 1. As applications for aid have dUrine^l^understMdj^llut 1 ^ 

to any communication with the Commissio _ » 7 unless application shall have beeo 

willuol hold themselves bound to grant essistauce n any . 1 be " „ pprove( ] 0 f,„j* 

mode to them in the first ins t. nee, unless such application .*»“ e case, to enable .hem t.gril 
they shall have funds at their disposal when they t a ’ , e Ipe „„ toward, .he 

— a. - *• — 

T .0 understand that ■*"«-« £?£?£$ 

full amount of old, as set forth in the foregoing regulations, ™ “ V , pij it tbi 

unless they have sufficient funds for the purpose, which depends upon the amouut pioeea 

d 1“pmsL P s“cf obtaining assistance from the Commissioners 
foregoing heads, will, upon intimating to the Secretaries the nature °f 2™’ 

with the Forms, upon which their application must be laid before the ^TbrSe Maea gerer On* 
4. Alt communications in reference to National Schools should be made by the Manager 
uondent. The Commissioners do not correspond with Teachers. . , . . t DteW ii 

' 5 A» letters should be directed a, under. No communication. are received wh eh » »» FT* 
except those containing Documents sent from t his OBne, and winch me re quired to be retained. 

The Secretaries, 

Education Office, 

1 Marlboro ’ Street, 



[IV. 

Form of^Trust-Deed, 



Form of Trust-Deed. 



Maurice Cross, 1 g ecrl iarti ■ 
James Kelly, J 



This Indenture made the day of in the Year of our Lord 0 

Lord Archbisho7of^ Dublin ; the Most 

Murray, Franc Sadleir, Clerk, Doctor of Divinity s Right Honorable h°ny KK 
Robert Holmes, Esquire, Barrister at Law, Right Honorable Sir Patrick S!? uSL, Clerk, Df 
Pel;™. PTpr ATniestv’s Solicitor-General ; Pooley. Shoultlham Henry, a. l. 



Robert Holmes, Esquire, Barrister at Law, l ight Honorable Sir Pa ^ ck .?“" W i“ Clerk, Df 
Wilson Greene, Esquire, Her Majesty’s Solicitor-General ; Pooley. i A' eSS ^ 

lor of Divinitv ; John Biehard Corballis, Esquire, one 0 Her Majesty* Counsel £ ComaiiniM® 
Macdonnell, Esquire; and the Most Noble Charles Will,™ Marquis of ’ K djh UM I»* 

appointed for administering the Funds placed at the disposal of His Excellency the Lor 
of Ireland, for the Education of the Poor of Ireland, of the second part, and _ , 11 , d at 

Trustees named and approved of by and on behalf of the said Commissio 0 
Whereas the said “” d sulSc,e,,ll J se ‘“ 4 P 
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,11 that Lot or Piece of Ground hereinafter mentioned and demised, or intended to be demised, And Fora of Trust-Deed. 
Whereas it is the wish and intention of the said . and of the said Trustees 

Parties hereto, that a School with the approbation and under the control of the said Commissioners, also 
Parlies hereto, shall be established on t^e said Lot or Piece of Ground, in the Parish of 

and County of for the Education of the Poor Children (Male 

and Female) in the said Parish, to be called National School. And Whereas the 

Sum fcquired for the Building and Erecting the said intended School-house, and the Finishing and 
Furnishing thereof, according to the annexed Plan, Specification, and Estimate, amounts to the* Sum 
of Sterling. And Whereas the Sum of 

Sterling, has been raised by voluntary contribution, or local subscriptions, towards defraying the 
expenses of the Budding, finishing, and Furnishing said intended School-house. And the 5 said 
Commissioners have, in order to promote the Establishment of the said School, by Order bearing 
date the day of in the year of our Lord 

directed that the Sum of Sterling, to make up the said estimated 

Sum of Sterling, shall be paid to the said Trustees, Parties hereto, 

out of the said Fund, placed at the disposal of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant as aforesaid, 
provided the said School-house shall have been Built, Furnished, and Completed in all respects to the 
satisfaction of the said Commissioners, by the day of next ensuing the date of 

these Presents. Now this Indenture Witnesseth that the said 

for the Considerations aforesaid, and in order to effectuate the purposes aforesaid, and for and in 
consideration of the Yearly rent, Reservations, and Agreements hereinafter reserved and mentioned, 

Demised, Granted, Set, and to Farm-let, and by these Presents, Demise, Grant, Set, and to Farm-let, 
nnto the said as Trustees aforesaid, 

containing in Front Feet, or thereabouts, and in breadth in the Rere 

Feet, or thereabouts, and in depth from Front to Rere 
Feet, or thereabouts, meared and bounded as follows : — that is to say, 

together with all Buildings and Improvements erected and made thereon, and all and singular the 
Rights, Members, Privileges, Passages, Appendancies, and Appurtenances, to the said Lot of Ground 
and Premises belonging, or in any wise appertaining, which said Lot of Ground and Premises are 
more particularly described, laid down, and delineated by the Map and Survey thereof hereon inserted, 

To Have and to Hold all and singular the said hereby granted and demised Ground, House, and 
Premises, with their Appurtenances, unto the said Trustees, Parties hereto, their Executors, Adminis- 
trators, and Assigns, for and during upon the several 

Trusts, and to and for the Uses and Purposes hereinafter mentioned, expressed, and declared, of and 
concerning the same, and to and for no other Use, Trust, Interest, or Purpose whatsoever, they, the 
said their Executors, Administrators, and Assigns, yielding 

and paying unto the said Heirs, Executors, Administrators, and Assigns, 

during the continuance of this Demise, the Sum of One Penny on the Feast of St. Michael, in 
each and every Year, and it is hereby expressed and declared, and it is the true inluntand meaning of 
these Presents, and of the several and respective Parties hereto, that the said Demise hereby made 
shall be and continue during the term aforesaid, subject to and upon the Trusts, Regulations, Uses, 

Conditions, and Purposes herein-after mentioned, expressed, and declared, of and concerning the same, 
that is to say, That each and every School to be kept and established on the Premises hereby demised 
shall be kept open for a competent number of hours in each day, at the discretion of the said Com- 
missioners, or of the Commissioners for the time being, and shall, during said hours, be used for Moral 
and Literary Education only, and that one day in each week, or part of a day in the week, indepen- 
dently of Sunday, shall be set apart for the Religious Instruction of the Children, on which day, or 
part of a day, such Pastors or other Persons as may be approved of by the Parents or Guardians of 
the Children respectively, shall have access to them in the School-room for that purpose, whether 
those Pastors or Persons shall have signed the original Application or not ; and also, that convenient 
opportunity be afforded to them for the same purpose, on other days of the week. Provided always, 
and it is the true intent and meaning of these Presents, that where any course of Religious Instruction 
is to be pursued in any such School as aforesaid, during School hours, to which the Parents or Guardians 
of any of the Children attending such School shall object, an arrangement shall be made for having such 
Instruction given to those who are to receive it, at a stated time, or in a separate place, so as that no 
Children whose Parents or Guardians objectto their being so, be present at it; and further, that the Titles 
of all Books which are intended to be used in the ordinary School busiuess, shall be reported to the 
said Commissioners, or to the Commissioners for the time being, and that no other Books shall be used 
m such Instruction save and except those which are so reported and sanctioned by such Commissioners 
as aforesaid ; and further, that if any other Books than the Holy Scriptures, or the Standard. Books 
of the Church to which the Children using them belong, be employed in communicating Religious 
Instruction, then and in such case, the Title of each such Book or Books shall be made known to the 
said Commissioners ; and further, that all the Master and Masters, Teacher and Teachers of each 
and every such School for the time being, shall not only in the first instance, if the said Commis- 
sioners shall see fit, before he, she, or they shall be so appointed, have received previous Instruction 
p pf nera l Normal Establishment in Dublin, or at one of the District Model Schools of the said 
Commissioners, and shall also have obtained from the said Commissioners for the time being, if they 
snail so think fit, Testimonials of good conduct and general fitness, but shall be liable to be Fined 
and Removed, or Suspended from time to time and at all times, when and as often as such Commissioners 
as aforesaid for the time being shall deem it necessary, in such way and manner as they shall deem 
expedient, or see fit upon good and sufficient cause being shown ; and that the said Commissioners, or 
tfteir Officers and Superintendents for the time being, or any of them, shall from time to time and at 
all times hereafter, be allowed and permitted on demand to visit and examine each and every such 
school whenever and so often as they or any of them shall think fit or deem it necessary ; and further, 
that the Public of all denominations, whether Clergy or Laity, shall also have access to each and every 
such School, in the manner and under the restrictions particularly set forth in the Rules and Regula- 
10I ) S the said Commissioners, under the head and title of “ Inspection of Schools to observe how 
such School may be conducted ; and that no meetings of any kind whatever be summoned, held, or 
convened, or permitted so to be, in any such School-house, or in any part or room thereof, or on the 
premises hereby conveyed or intended so to be, save such as may relate exclusively to the business 
ereof; and that no petition or document of any kind whatsoever, save such as may relate exclusively 
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Form of Trust-Deed, to the business of the said School, be brought or carried into any such School-house or premises, oranr 
part thereof, for signature or otherwise ; and that such School-house and Premises, -or any part thereofi 
shall not be converted into a Place of Public Worship, or used for any purpose, save that of suet 
School : and that, from and after the day of the date of these Presents, every such School-house shaB 
be kept In full and sufficient repair by Local Contributions solely, and that Local Contributions shall alio 
be raised toward payment of the Teacher’s Salary of this School after the manner set forth i, 
the Rules and Regulations of the said Commissioners. Provided always, and it is hereby fhnher 
expressed and declared to be the true intent and meaning of these Presents, and of the several Parties 
hereto, that in case any of them the said . t , , . . . 

Executors, Administrators, and Assigns, or any Trustee to be appointed by virtue of these Present!, 
shall die or be desirous of being discharged from the Trusts hereby created, or shall go or reside out 
of Ireland or shall neglect or refuse or become incapable to execute such .trusts, it shall and maybe 
lawful to and for the surviving or continuing Trustee or Trustees, to nominate and appoint a uew 
Trustee or Trustees in the room of any such Trustee or Trustees, such new Trustee or Trustees to be 
first approved of by the said Commissioners, or their Successors for the time being ; and in case any 
such surviving or continuing Trustee or Trustees shall decline, neglect, or refuse to exercise the powers 
of Appointment hereby given as aforesaid, within Six Calendar Months after all or any of the Events 
herein-before mentioned shall arise, happen, or take place, that then, and in all or any of such case or 
cases, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Commissioners, or their Successors for the time 
being, to nominate and appoint such new Trustee or Trustees in the room of any such Trustee or Trus- 
tees as aforesaid, upon the like Trusts as are herein-before mentioned, and that thereupon the said 
Premises herein-before mentioned, shall be conveyed and Assigned, so as that the same shall vest 
in such new Trustee or Trustees so to be nominated and approved as aforesaid, upon the like Trusts, 
and to and for the like Uses, Intents, Regulations, Conditions, and Purposes, as are herein-before 
mentioned, expressed, and declared, of and concerning the same, And the said 
■the aforesaid Trustees, do hereby for themselves, severally and respectively, and for their several and 
respective Executors, Administrators, and Assigns, covenant, promise, grant, and agree to and with 
the said Commissioners, Parties hereto, and to and wilh their Successors for the time being as afore- 
said, in manner following, that is to say, that they the said 

Trustees as aforesaid, shall and will, from time to time and at all times hereafter, well, truly, diligently, 
and faithfully do, execute, and perform all and every the Uses, Trusts, Regulations, and Conditions, 
and for the purposes herein-before mentioned, expressed, and declared, and in them as such Trustees 
reposed. And in case it shall happen, that at any time hereafter default shall be made in the due 
execution and performance of all or any of the said Trusts, Regulations, Uses, Conditions, and Pur- 
poses herein-before mentioned and expressed, 
that then, and in all or any of such case or cases, they, the said 

Trustees as aforesaid, jointly and severally, and their several and respective Executors, Administrators, 
and Assigns, shall and will, well and truly pay, or cause to be paid back unto the said Commissioners, 
or their Successors for the time being as aforesaid, the said Sum of 

Sterling, so paid by the said Commissioners, Parties hereto as aforesaid, or otherwise 
satisfy them as to the said sum of jn whatever way shall 

be required by them the said Commissioners, or their Successors for the time being ; anything herein 
contained to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. And the said 
and the said Trustees do hereby for themselves, and the Survivors of them, their and his Heirs, 
Executors, Administrators, and Assigns, covenant and agree to and with the said Commissioners, and 
their Successors for the time being, as aforesaid, that they, and the Survivors of them, their and 
his Heirs, Executors, Administrators, and Assigns, shall and will from time to time, and at all times 
hereafter upon the request of the said Commissioners, or their Successors for the time being, and at 
their own proper Costs and Charges do, perform, and execute all and every such further and other 
Act and Acts, Deed and Deeds, Assignment, Conveyance, Release, and Assurance, in the Law what- 
soever, as well for Corroborating and Confirming these Presents, as also for the further and better 
Exchanging, Assigning, Assuring, and Confirming all and singular the herein-before granted and 
assigned Lot of Ground and Premises or intended so to be, to the several Uses, and upon the several 
Trusts, Intents, Regulations, and Purposes, herein-before and hereby respectively mentioned, expressed, 
and declared, of and concerning the same, as by the said Commissioners, or their Successors for 
the time being, their or any of their Counsel learned in the law, shall in that behalf be reasonably 
advised, devised, required, demanded, or directed. In witness whereof the Parties aforesaid hare 
hereunto put their Hands and Seals the Day and Year first above written. 

Signed, Sealed , and Delivered by the said 
in the presence of 



Signed, Sealed, and Delivered by the said 
Commissioners, in the presence of 



Maurice Cross, 
James Kelly, 



The Commissioners having found it difficult to get full and satisfactory answers to the 
Queries which have been heretofore sent to Applicants for aid towards building School-houses, 
or towards paying Salaries to Teachers of Schools already established, have for some years, 
abandoned that practice, and obtain the necessary information through the Superintendents 
of the District, who report on the Forms Y. and VI. 



V. 

Form of Form or Supertntendent’s Report, upon Application for Aid towards Building a School- 

Superintendent's House in the County of — — . Name of Proposed School 

Report upon Applica- Name of Patron or Correspondent Post Town — 

tion for Aid towards . . * 

Building a School- L Where is the site of the proposed School-house ? In what Townland ? In what Parish? 
house. what Barony? 
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• OF NATIONAL EDUCATION IN IRELAND. 21 : 

2. State the extent of the Site, and its dimensions. 

3. Is it in a healthy situation ? 

4. Is it to be enclosed, and hovr? 

5. Is there any, and what extent of ground for agricultural purposes ? 

6. Is it a portion of Church, Chapel, or Meeting-house Yard ? 

7 . Is it in connexion with any Religious Establishment? 

8. If so, has any inquiry been made to procure any other Site, and what has been the result of the 
inquiry i 

9 . What is the name and distance of the nearest Tost Town, and in what direction? 

10. State the Christian and Surname and Residence of the Person making a Lease of the Site and 

what title he has to the ground. * 

11. For what length of time does the Grantor agree to give the Lease? 

12. Is the ground liable to any, and what Rent ? 

13. What are the Christian and Surnames of the Trustees, and their places of Residence re- 
spectively ? 

14. What situations do they respectively fill, and do you consider them fit persons to act as Trustees ? 

15. What number of Children maybe expected to attend the School distinguishing Males and 

Females, and what is the population of the Parish, distinguishing that portion of it likely to need 
such a School ? J 

16. Is the School to be under the direction of a Committee, and by whom elected? 

1 7 . What amount of Local Subscription has been raised, or is likely to be raised, 'towards the erec- • 

tion of the House ? * 

18. How is it proposed to keep the House and Furniture in Repair? 

19. Does a necessity exist for the building of a new School-house here ? 

20. State the names and circumstances of such National, and other Schools for the poor as are in 
the neighbourhood within a circuit of three miles, and what number of Children attending them ? 

2L Have you consulted the Clergymen of the different denominations as to makin® any arrange- 
ment for giving religious instruction in the proposed School ? ° J 5 

22. Have j-ou presented to the parties concerned in this application, including the Trustees a Conr 

of the Trust Deed ? 5 1 J 

23. Are they willing to execute such Deed, and to observe the Rules therein set forth ? 

24 State any other circumstances connected with this application which you may consider material 
for the information of the Commissioners, and the grounds upon which you recommend that it should 
he entertained, or otherwise. 

25. Have you had an interview with the Patron or Correspondent of the School ? 

26. Have you communicated personally with any other individuals on the subject, and what has 
been the result of your interview ? 

27. State the date of your visit. 

Superintendent of National Schools. 

Maurice Cross, 1 0 
James Kelly, ) Secretaries, 



Form of 
Superintendent’s 
Report upon Applici 



VI. 

Form of Superintendent’s Report upon Application for Aid towards payment of 

ieachers Salary and for Supply of Books, &c., School, in the County 

01 > Patron or Correspondent , Post Town . 

1' th <> Sclooj established ? In »hal Parish? In wlmi Townland ? Ia what Barony? Form of Sap.rialan. 

Z; hat “ the na ® e and distance of the nearest Post Town, and in what direction ? J dent’s Report upon 

a o.. a 1? mes ° f . National Schools withiu three miles of this Applicant School. Application for Aid 

state the distance of each from this Applicant School. towards payraentof 

5. State the names of the other Schools for the poor within three miles of this Applicant School Te , a ? er ’ s Sab,r y> 

0. State the distance of each from this Applicant-School. and for Su PP 1 y of 

Wiot 16 j h .? ther ! he Sch ° o1 is > or bas beeil > in connexion with, or derived aid from any other B °° ks ’ 

J } ~ nd V 0 ’ tbe na ®« of the Society, the amount of the aid received, and whether that con- 

ne *i° n will be discontinued should a grant be made. 

nvwi» n S -, th t ?“^ 0nS *? f tke School > (lurin S i(s formei ' connexion, aware that application has been now 
made on ns behalf to the Commissioners of Education ? If so, is it with their approbation ? 

in q are n °f aTvare ? or do not approve, state the reasons. 

1 ,-,.,; “rtewbdW the School-house is attached to, or erected upon Church, Chapel, or Meeting- 
n 8 roun d. Or whether it is m connexion with any Religious Establishment ; and, if so, what is 
ne nat ure of such connexion ? Of what materials is it built ? Is it thatched or slated ? In what 
of it ? f pa ' r? What are lts dimensions ? From what Funds was it erected? Who pays the Rent 

19 A* ^ e . ® cbo °^" bouse secured by Lease or otherwise for the purpose of Education ? 

poses aretheyu^ed? 01 ’ 1001113 Wh ° lly empl ° yed for the Bse of lhe Chil dren— if not, for what other pur- 

nf l 3 tke , number of rooms used as School-rooms? State the length, breadth, and height 

14 * y lnterna ’ measurement. Are the sufficiently ventilated and warmed ? 
venip'nro a " y p ? rtio " of tbe House occupied by the Teacher as a residence, and if so, does any incon- 

1. tt anse tber efrom ? If there are any other apartments, state their uses. 1 ) 

thev nrv™ ma , Qy desk , s and seats are there in the School-room or Tooms; how many Children do 

16 C c° mmodate > a . nd of wbat does the other Furniture consist ? 

17 H 116 l ^ br!st ' an and Surname of the present Teacher or Teachers, and their ages. 

18 WhV. 7 - rec ^ ed instructions in the art of teaching in any, and what Model School ? 
documents? testimomals can tbe J" produce of fitness for their office ?— and have you examined such 

20 StaJ 6 tkey kee . n . at ' an y tint® previously employed as Teachers of a National School ? 

Method of conducting^ theVh TeacherS as t0 iitera T acquirements. As to character. As to 
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22 ELEVENTH REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS, & c. 

of 21. Have the Teachers any other occupation ? State the nature and emoluments ot it. 

Superintendent’s 22. What is the annual amount of local Fundi towards payment of the . Teachers salary and 

Reportupon Applies- reDairs of the School-house ? . , , , 

tion for Aid to w« ds P 23 Do the Scholars pay any thing ? What are the rates of payment, and by whom regulated ? 

payment of Teachers' 24 Are an and what number of Children admitted gratuitously, and by whose authority ? 

Salary, and for Supply 25 " If any Teacher die or be removed, will the Patron or Committee take care, that such change 

of Books, fcc. be reported immediately to the Commissioners? 

26. Is it proposed to keep a Register in the School, recording the daily attendance of the Children, 
and the average attendance in each week and each quarter ? 

27. Will the inscription “ National School,” be put up conspicuously on the School-house? 

28. Will the General Lesson be hung up iu the School-room, or if not, will any other, and what 

will be substituted in its stead ? , . _ 

29. Will the Commissioners, by themselves or their officers, be allowed to visit and examine this 

School whenever they think fit? , . . . » 

30. Will the School be bona fide open for Children of all religious denominations . 

31 Will access be given to the public of all denominations to visit the School, with liberty to 
Inspect the Registry, witness the mode of Teaching, and see that the regulations of the School are 
faithfully observed, though not to interfere with the management, or to interrupt the business of the 

*32° State the Titles of all such Rooks as are intended to be used. If those published and issued 
by the Board, state which of them. . , 1 e -d r • • . 

33. What arrangements have been made, or are proposed to be made, for the Religious instruction 
of the Children, either in the School-house or elsewhere ? ... , . e , 

34 Are they such as not to interfere with or impede the secular business of the School? 

35 ! Are they satisfactory to the Parents of the Children, and publicly notified? 

36 What is the Population of the Parish, and what proportion of them are of the poorer class? 
State any thiug you can ascertain respecting that portion of the Population of the neighbourhood, 
whose Children are likely to attend a National School. _ . , D , , , 

37. How many Children were present at the time of inspection f How many on the Books for the 

last Six Months ? What was the average daily attendance for the last Six Months? Is any increase 
expected, and to what extent? , . 

38. Is the School under the direction of a Committee, and by whom chosen ? j 

39. How many days in each week, and how many hours in each day, are employed in instructing 

the Children in the ordinary branches of Secular Education ? State particularly at what hour the 
School commences, and when it closes. , . _ . , , , Ci . . , „ 

40. Has this application been got up by the Teacher or his Friends, or for his benefat exclusively? 

41. Have you communicated with the Clergymen of the different denominations in the neighbour- 
hood, with respect to this application, and have they made any, and what objections thereto ? 

42. If this School be taken into connexion, is there a reasonable prospect that adequate local aid, 
in addition to what the Commissioners contribute, will be provided for its permanent support? _ 

43. State any other circumstances connected with this application you may consider material for 

the information of the Commissioners, and the grounds upon which you recommend it to be enter- 
tained or otherwise. , 

44. Have you had an interview with the Patron or Correspondent of the School t State toe 

religious denomination to which he belongs. , 

.45. Have you communicated personally with any other individuals m the neighbourhood on the 
subject, and what lias been the result of your interview ? 

46. State the date of your visit. , 

Superintendent of National Schools. 

Maurice Cross, l &crjtorio . 

James Kelly, J 



■Queries to be 
snswered on 
Application for Aid 
towards the Salary of 
the Teachers. 



Queries to be answered on Application to tlie Commissioners of Education for Aid towards 
the Salary of the Teacher or Teachers of (a Vested) National School, in the Pansa 
of , County of 

1. State the Christian and Surname of the Teacher or Teachers, on whose behalf you now apply. 
State also the age of each. 

2. Have they been educated at any, and what Model School ? , . 

3. Did they ever conduct a National School ? and if so, state the name of it ; during what period, 
and date of leaving it. 

4. What testimonials can they produce of fitness for their office ? 

5. When did this School open for business under his or their superintendence? 

6. What is the annual amount of local Funds towards payment of their salary. 

: 7- Do the Scholars pay any thing, and what ? 

"8. How many School-rooms are there ? 

9. What are the dimensions of each in the clear? _ , 

10. How many Children have been present on an average eacli week, since the opening ot 
School? Males, Females. 

11. Do you expect any increase, and to what extent? 

Signed for and on behalf of the Applicants and Committee, and by their Authority, 
day of 

_Post Town. 

Maurice Cross, \ Secretaries 
James Kelly, J 



DUBLIN : — PRINTED BY ALEXANDER THOM, 87, ABBEY-STREET, 
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MEMORANDUM. 



(£^§= The Appendix is in preparation, and the usual Account, &c., will be 
given in it of the Expenditure for the year ending 31st March, 1845, together 
with the Lists of Schools, and the attendance thereupon, &c., 
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